LIFE OF ROBERT LOUIS STEVENSON

Review for April. At the time it was ill received and
generally misunderstood: it is, however, the result of
long and close study, and is a singularly suggestive in-
quiry into a subject which has been considered too
vague and difficult for analysis, at any rate since the
days of the classical writers on rhetoric, whom Steven-
son had never read. He continued to meditate and to
develop his ideas, and during 1886 had even planned a
course of lectures to be delivered in London to students
of his art. So full of the subject was he that when this
project was peremptorily forbidden by the doctors, he
could not rest until he found in Miss Boodle a pupil
to whom he could disburden himself of the ideas
with which he was overflowing.

In March, 1885, A Child's Garden of Verses was pub-
lished at last, after having been set up twice in proof.
In April Prince Otto began to run in Longman's Maga-
%ine, coming out as a book in October, and by May
More New Arabian Nights appeared. Soon after the
issue of Prince Otto, Stevenson wrote to Mr. Henley:
"I had yesterday a letter from George Meredith, which
was one of the events of my life. He cottoned (for one
thing), though with differences, to Otto; cottoned more
than my rosiest visions had inspired me to hope; said
things that (from him) I would blush to quote/' Mr.
Meredith's letter unfortunately has disappeared, but in
another from the same source there occur these words:
" I have read pieces of Prince Otto, admiring the royal
manner of your cutting away of the novelist's lumber.
Straight to matter is the secret. Also approvingly your
article on style."

Still, with all this production, and with praise from
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